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English colonies of North America by the principles of the English 
Constitution, etc., have the following rights, which the declaration then 
proceeds to set forth as rights of Sie people, — ^not of the colonies as 
such. 

A second Continental Congress assembled at Philadelphia, May 
lo, 1775, and continued its sittings during the war of Independence. 
On the fourth of July, 1776, it adopted and promulgated our Declara- 
tion of Independence, described as " a declaration by the representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled." It was 
the " Declaration of our representatives " acting " by the authority 
of the good people of these Colonies." It gave us our name, then for 
the first time used, and made "The United States of America" an 
addition of ONE to the family of Nations, with a complete potential 
nationality. It was governed by the same second Continental Congress, 
under articles of Confederation, adopted November 15, 1777, and 
finally ratified, March i, 1781. 

■ The convention which adopted the Constitution was called by this 
same Continental Congress, February, 1787, for the purpose of revising 
the Articles of Confederation and rendering " The Federal Constitu- 
tion adequate to the exigencies of the government and the preserva- 
tion of the Union." By its preamble it was the act of " the people of 
the United States to form a more perfect Union," etc., whereby they 
did for themselves and their posterity " ordain and establish this Con- 
stitution for the United States of America." 

These statements are a partial foundation for Mr. Lincoln's mes- 
sage to the first Congress which assembled under its Administration, 
called together by him in special session July 4, 1861. In it, he attacked 
the Doctrine of Secession very ably and convincingly. He contended 
that the States never had any rights nor any existence except as mem- 
bers of the Union; that all of their powers arose from their mem- 
bership of the Union and that the right of secession did not exist. 
The result of the Civil War would seem to have settled the question of 
the rights of the States as Mr. Lincoln put it, namely, as nugatory, 
except as parts of the United States of America. Their relationship 
is as similar to that of the League of Nations as chalk is to cheese. 

H. A. D. 

Camden, N. J. 

MORE DEBATE NEEDED 

Sir, — ^Your recent speech at Indianapolis, coupled with Senator 
Knox's analysis of the League, furnishes enough ammunition to blow 
the precious covenant into perdition. 

Permit me to suggest that the contest now being waged through- 
out the country, for and against this pernicious covenant, is being 
carried on rather unequally. Such part of the opposition as is being 
expressed is being put forth individually, while it appears that the 
whole strength of the Democratic party is behind an active and or- 
ganized propaganda for the endorsement of the League. 

I am entirely convinced that it is only that the American people 
should thoroughly understand the covenant and what it means in 
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order that they should overwhelmingly reject it, but I doubt that they 
are hearing one quarter as much against the covenant as in favor of it. 
A great amount of public speaking is being carried on in this state 
in favor of the proposition and there have been enlisted for this 
service, to a large extent, people whose ordinary activities train them 
for public speaking. 

Last Sunday, for instance, at a Providence theatre, that most en- 
gaging and likeable personality, Beatrice Forbes-Robertson Hale, en- 
thralled an audience with a description of the blessings that might be 
expected of the covenant, and resolutions were passed, to be forwarded 
to the President in the Peace Treaty. The audience departed deco- 
rated with " The League of Nations " button, which happens to re- 
semble the emblem of the Democratic party. 

All of this happened, of course, without debate or opposition of 
any kind, and I am told that this is the general method of procedure 
wherever audiences are brought together by the proponents of the 
proposed constitution. Perhaps it is by the receipt of numberless 
resolutions of this kind that the President hopes to convince the Peace 
Conference that the united opinion of America is solidly behind him. 

I think it is vital that an organized opposition be launched without 
delay and that it spread before the American people the truth about 
this matter with all the energy it can command. While it has been 
assumed in some quarters that the matter should not be handled along 
political party lines, it is, nevertheless, being so handled and it would 
appear that it would be much better that the Republican party take up 
the opposition and press it, than that the covenant should be forced 
upon us for the lack of organized opposition. No newly formed or- 
ganization could hope to effectively cope with the Democratic party 
on such short notice. Furthermore, the matter is, in reality, a politi- 
cal issue; it is a bigger political issue than the tariff, prohibition, or 
any issue that has been presented to the people of our country during 
its existence. 

I know that there are countless men who are ready and eager 
to devote their energy to oppose this injurious visionary scheme, if 
the things can be organized so that their efforts shall have force. 



Harrisville, R. I. 



Austin T. Lew. 



HABIT? 



Sir, — Referring to Mr. Wilson's statement that had Germany 
known that England would come in with France and Russia, she 
[Germany] would never have struck the blow in 1914, and the logical 
reply thereto that a League of Nations would have been no more 
effective under such circumstances than the old balance of power, 
reminds me of another equally inccmsistent statement which the Presi- 
dent recently made in reply to a question propounded by Senator 
Brandegee. It was to this effect: "If there had been one week's dis- 
cussion before the beginning of the European war, it would not have 
taken place." 

It is an indisputable fact that the Administration did all in its 



